
An Investment in Knowledge Pays the Best Interest 

by Benjamin Franklin 

 

 The Pittsgrove Township Board of Education continues to 

provide a quality education, even amidst challenging times.  Our 

administration, staff, and teachers seek to create opportunities for 

our students that promote academic advancement, as well as life 

skills that will guide them throughout their lives.  From early and 

affordable access to college courses, to cutting edge technology 

programs, inspiring and engaging our students is our top priority. 

Our curriculum and activities, from pre-school through high 

school, provide a well-rounded education that includes civic en-

gagement, volunteerism, academics, and specialized programs that 

focus on art education, science, and experiential learning.  

Throughout the curriculum, we have strategically and intentionally 

integrated the values of our Character Education Curriculum—

Patience, Respect, Integrity, Diligence, and Empathy, into our 

educational opportunities.  It is with such PRIDE that the students 

of the Pittsgrove Township School District are not only advancing 

in the classroom, but are actively making a difference in our com-

munity.  

 They say that it “takes a village to raise a child,” and indeed, 

there can be no truer sentiment.  I am very grateful for an involved 

and supportive Board of Education, an active and dedicated staff 

and administration, and an invested community of volunteers, 

parents, and residents.  Together, we remain committed to provid-

ing a premier educational system that makes a difference in both 

the lives of our children and our community.    

Henry Bermann, Superintendent of Schools 

 

 

From the Superintendent... From the Board... 

 It’s hard to believe that the end of another school year is only 

three months away.  During the past year, I have seen our District 

make remarkable progress.  We have implemented Science, Tech-

nology, Engineering, and Math (STEM) curricular programs at 

Schalick High School and the Pittsgrove Township Middle School.  

Students are enjoying the program offerings, which provide hands-

on learning and exposure to careers in the STEM pathway.   Next 

year, we are looking to expand STEM to the elementary levels. 

 We were fortunate to provide after-school clubs to students in 

grades 1-12.  These extracurricular opportunities have met with 

great success, as many students are participating in the clubs.  The 

District also continues to make progress with its solar project.  

New solar arrays are being constructed throughout the District.  

Our goal is to have solar in every school by the end of the year.  

This will make the Pittsgrove Township School District the first 

district in Salem County to have solar at all of its schools. 

 One of the primary goals of your Board of Education was to 

develop a five-year Strategic Plan.  The District held three public 

forums in November 2016 and January 2017.  The forums were 

well-attended, and participants engaged in meaningful conversa-

tions regarding the District’s future.  Once our Strategic Plan fa-

cilitators, Mr. David Hespe and Dr. Ronald Butcher, collected and 

compiled the feedback, a Steering Committee was formed to con-

tinue the process.  This committee met and developed goals that 

were based upon the feedback from the three forums and the 

online survey.  The next step is to present a draft of the Strategic 

Plan to the Board of Education for review and public comment.  

On behalf of the Board, I would like to thank all of you for your 

participation in this year’s Strategic Plan process.  Together, we 

have identified the priority goals that will meet the needs of our 

students and District, and will guide us over the next five years. 

 In closing, I would like to thank the parents/guardians, staff 

members, administration, and community members for your sup-

port this year.  We have had a very successful 2016-2017 school 

year and are excited about what’s in store for next year.  I would 

also like to thank the members of the Board of Education for all of 

their hard work and commitment this year.  By working together, 

we have made significant strides that directly benefit our schools, 

programs, and students.  It is an honor to serve as your Pittsgrove 

Township Board of Education President.  I wish you a wonderful 

spring break and a great end to the 2016-2017 school year. 

Peter Lawlor, Board of Education President 

 Your Schools 
  
 

 News from Our Schools   Spring 2017 
 

Pittsgrove Township Board of Education 
1076 Almond Road   ·    Pittsgrove, NJ 08318   ·   (856) 358-3094 



Elmer Updates 
Dan Bruce, Principal 

News from Norma 
Dan Bruce, Principal 

 Spring is a busy time at Norma Elementary School with many 

fun activities and events, including Kindergarten Round-Up, Family 

Fun Night, field trips, and Jump Rope for Heart.  

 As we look towards the end of the school year, we will cele-

brate Field Day and our Moving Up Ceremony.  One of the kinder-

garten students’ favorite trips at the end of the year is to visit Elmer 

Elementary School for First Grade Orientation.  Information for all 

activities will be shared with parents through our calendar letters 

and postings on Norma’s website.  

 Our Guidance Counselor, Mrs. Probasco, remains steadfast to 

our Friendship Friday and “Caught by the Cub” Acts of Kindness 

Recognition Programs.  These programs foster patience, respect, 

integrity, diligence, and empathy in our character education pro-

gram.  Mrs. Kalitz’s dedication and commitment makes Norma’s 

“Super Reader Cub” Program possible for our pre-school and kin-

dergarten students, with the 100-book challenge.  

 All of Norma’s teachers and staff have dedicated themselves to 

providing a positive learning environment for our students to help 

them be successful.  Our team approach makes Norma Elementary 

School the best that it can be.  We are Norma Cubs and Pride Starts 

Here!   

 

Grandparents’ Luncheon 

 Norma Elementary School held their third annual Grandpar-

ents’ Luncheon on Friday, March 24, 2017.  Grandparents were 

invited to eat lunch with their grandchild/grandchildren on this spe-

cial day.  Each child created placemats to share with their grandpar-

ents.  Over 145 grandparents attended the luncheon.  A fun time 

was had by all. 
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 The winter roller coaster has come to an end and spring has 

officially arrived.  Elmer Elementary School welcomes spring with 

a windfall of activities.  We will continue our tradition of Family 

Fun Night, which will feature learning through the wonderful 

works of Eric Carle books on April 12th.  Some of this year’s 

highlighted titles include: “The Very Hungry Caterpillar,” “10 

Little Rubber Ducks,” “The Foolish Tortoise,” “The Very Lonely 

Firefly,” and “The Grouchy Ladybug” (see http://www.eric-

carle.com/home.html).  Students and family members will have an 

opportunity to share an evening of fun and learning together. 

 Our Norma Elementary School Kindergarten class paid our 

1st grade students a visit on January 13th.  We read the “Greedy 

Triangle” by Marilyn Burns.  Our kindergarteners had the opportu-

nity to learn about math with their 1st grade buddies.  Earlier in 

the year, our kindergarteners met with our 2nd grade students for a 

reading activity.  It was great to see the students working together. 

 Read Across America was celebrated the week of February 

27th through March 3rd.  We had many guest readers throughout 

the week sharing their favorite Dr. Seuss stories.  Our students 

participated in different spirit days.  Our Author Spotlight  fea-

tured the works of Dr. Seuss and gave students an opportunity to 

learn more about this famous author.  Oh the places you’ll go! 

Today is your day! Your mountain is waiting, so get on your way!  

~ Dr. Seuss 

 In the coming weeks, the weather will be getting warmer and 

we will be out on the playground everyday as the weather permits.  

National Playground Safety Week will be the week of April 24th.  

Students will participate in activities that promote the importance 

of playing safe.  As always, safe play is our primary goal on the 

playground.  "Safety First" is "Safety Always." ~Charles M. Hayes 

 Elmer School is excited to offer a new club to our students 

this spring titled, the Dash Dot Robot Club.  It will run from 

March through May.  Students who participate in this club will 

develop primary programming skills with the use of the iPad II.  

Please visit the following website for more information:  

https://www.makewonder.com/.  

 We’ve made it to the third trimester.  The work continues to 

grow more challenging; outside activities are beginning, and many 

interests compete for our time.  I encourage you to carve out the 

necessary time to reinforce skills learned during the day by re-

viewing your child(ren)’s homework.  Whether reviewing spelling 

words on a drive to the grocery store or math facts on the drive to 

a sporting practice, there’s always time for review.  As always, our 

goal is to provide all students with every opportunity to succeed. 

As we move through these spring months, remember to also enjoy 

quality time with your children outdoors.  Here is a quote to con-

sider—“Listen as the budding trees dance in tepid showers, dream-

ing of the day they'll see the blooming summer flowers.”  

~ Amelia Dashwood 

Norma students enjoy eating with their grandparents during the 

Grandparents’ Luncheon. 



School Choice Program 

 The Pittsgrove Township School District continues to boast 

one of the largest and most successful School Choice Programs in 

the State.  During the 2016-2017 year, the District received 

$1,263,968 in School Choice Aid.  Pittsgrove projects to receive the 

same amount in School Choice Aid in the 2017-2018 school year. 

  
Shared Services 

 The Pittsgrove Township School District continually has been 

involved in seeking opportunities to lower costs by using shared 

services.   Currently, the District offers shared services to other 

entities in transportation, vehicle repairs, phone and technology 

services, business services, special education services, custodial 

services, and natural gas procurement.  As a result of the pooling of 

resources, all parties involved find savings.  The District continues 

to actively seek opportunities to share services with neighboring 

entities to reduce costs and save money. 

 

Solar Projects 

 The Pittsgrove Township School District has “gone green” 

with power purchasing agreements for solar on all of its schools’ 

properties.  The solar arrays at Olivet, Elmer, and Norma School are 

currently in operation.  Another array is scheduled to be installed in 

the upcoming months for the Middle School and High School cam-

pus.  As a result of the agreement, the Pittsgrove Township School 

District plans to save approximately 30% in electricity costs.   

     Imagine being trapped in the 

school’s library.  You have to an-

swer quizzes and riddles using infor-

mation found in the library to gather 

clues that lead to the escape route.  

Sound exciting?  Well, this is what 

the main character, Kyle Keeley and 

his friends, must do to escape from 

Mr. Lemoncello’s Library.   

     The Spring 2017 “One School, 

One Book” novel is titled, “Escape 

From Mr. Lemoncello’s Library.”  

All students in grades 3-5 read the 

novel during the months of March 

and early April.  Other highlights of 

the program include Tuesday and 

Thursday trivia days, where stu-

dents earn special coupons and 

prizes.  If students answer all of the 

12 trivia questions correctly, they 

could earn a trip to a real “escape 

room.”  Students can also partici-

pate in the book’s culminating ac-

tivity, where they will create a 

board game based upon the novel.  

Participants will be invited to Oli-

vet’s culminating evening event—

“The Escape from Olivet.” 

     Olivet Elementary School 

held two movie nights in Febru-

ary and March.  In February, 

students were treated to a show-

ing of “Cloudy with a Chance 

of Meatballs.”  While everyone 

enjoyed the movie, a highlight 

of the evening was when treats 

magically descended upon the 

moviegoers.   

     In March, students and par-

ents were treated to the sequel, 

“Cloudy with a Chance of 

Meatballs 2.”  Everyone in at-

tendance was treated to snacks 

during the intermission. 

 

From the Business World 
Darren Harris, Business Administrator 

“Escape from Mr. Lemoncello’s 
Library” at Olivet School 
Tino Monti, Principal 

Olivet Movie Nights 
Tino Monti, Principal 
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On January 20th, 2017, Olivet School celebrated its own Inau-

gural Ball.  We had many things to celebrate.  First, this was the 

conclusion of our Fall 2016 “One School, One Book” project where 

students read the novel, “The Kid Who Ran For President.”   We 

also celebrated Olivet’s very first School President,—5th grader,  

Carina Romeo.  Students danced to music that was played by our 

guest DJ, Miss Acosta, and enjoyed some great food and snacks, 

including a delicious chocolate fountain.  Students also dressed up 

and took pictures with friends inside a photo booth that was donated 

by Board of Education President, Peter Lawlor.   Thank you, Mr. 

Lawlor! 

Olivet’s Inaugural Ball 
Tino Monti, Principal 



Pittsgrove Township Middle School (PTMS) Highlights 
Dr. Priscilla Ocasio-Jiménez, Principal 
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     The National Random Act of Kindness 

Day was February 17th.  The PTMS School 

Safety and Climate Team chose to celebrate 

the day with a poster contest that included our 

6th, 7th, and 8th grade students.  The Kind-

ness in Our Schools Poster Contest ran from 

February 3rd through February 14th.  Six 

winners were selected out of 166 student 

entries.  The PTSO graciously donated 

prizes, where the top prize was a $25 gift 

card to Target.  Congratulations to all of the 

winners and participants.  Special thanks to 

Ms. Zizzamia for introducing this initiative to PTMS, and to those 

who helped to make this school activity such a success.   

 Thanks to the Salem County Youth Services Commission, the 

New Jersey Juvenile Justice Commission, and the Pittsgrove Town-

ship Board of Education, we had the opportunity to establish sev-

eral after-school clubs this year, including: Homework Clubs for all 

grade levels, the Science Club, Art Club, Theater Club, Student 

Council, and more.  In addition, we now offer a Renaissance Pro-

gram.  Special thanks to Ms. Danner for overseeing the establish-

ment of this program. 

 The 2016-2017 school year marks PTMS’s fourth year of par-

ticipation in the Academic League.  The students are doing a stu-

pendous job and are currently undefeated.  In 2013-2014, PTMS 

won first place.  In 2015-2016, the team placed second.  Special 

thanks to Mr. McCarson for coaching and preparing the students, 

and to Ms. Suwala for her assistance during the competitions.  

We’d also like to thank Mr. Sammis for his guidance to the Aca-

demic League advisors and participants this year.  There is one re-

maining scheduled event.  If PTMS wins, our students will compete 

in the finals. 

 The Pittsgrove Township School District was honored to host 

the 2017 Salem County 8th Grade Dialogue on March 9th.  This 

year marked the second consecutive year that 

the District has hosted the event.  Eighth grade 

student, Logan Marciano, represented the Pitts-

grove Township Middle School and did an 

amazing job in fielding questions that were 

presented to the panel.  We are also pleased to 

announce that Johnathan May, 8th grade stu-

dent, represented PTMS at the Salem County 

Freeholders’ meeting on April 5th.  We will 

soon be selecting our Top 8th grade student 

who will be honored at the Salem County 4A 

Breakfast on May 26th at the Centerton 

Country Club.  In May, we will hold our 5th 

Grade Orientation.  This helps to prepare the 

5th graders for their transition to PTMS. 

 The next few months are going to be very busy and fun-filled.  

We are planning and preparing for the upcoming events, including 

field trips, Greek Fair, Field Day, the 8th Grade Ceremony, and 

much more.  We’d like to thank our parents/guardians, staff, ad-

ministration, community members, and the Board of Education for 

your continued support of our school, programs, and students. 

 It’s hard to believe that April is already here.  We have had 

some interesting weather to say the least, but are looking forward to 

warmer temperatures and the various activities/events that are 

scheduled at PTMS. 

 Since the Fall 2016 newsletter, we have had many fantastic 

events that have taken place at PTMS.  During the winter, we had 

the PTMS/Olivet Winter Concert.  The students continue to demon-

strate improvement, which was evidenced by their musical perform-

ance.  Special thanks to Mr. Wade and Mrs. Hill, who is now re-

tired, for their hard work and dedication.  Our Spring Concert will 

include musical performances by both the PTMS and Olivet stu-

dents.  It is scheduled to take place on April 11th at 7:00 p.m. at 

A.P. Schalick High School.  We are looking forward to another 

wonderful concert provided by our elementary and middle school 

musicians. 

 Some of our 8th grade students attended the “Salem County 

Agricultural Science Unwrapped Day” held at A.T. Buzby Farms. 

The students spent several hours learning about agriculture in the 

areas of soil testing, greenhouses (seeds, germination, and trans-

plants), hydroponics, machinery/STEM, and food tasting.  The par-

ticipants learned about: STEM; the machinery; how to perform their 

own soil testing in small groups; the difference between monocots 

and dicots; how to plant their own seeds; observe a hydroponic 

greenhouse in action; understand the role of pollinators in the pro-

duction of hydroponics, and tasting a variety of products from New 

Jersey cranberries.  This was an excellent experience for the stu-

dents as they learned the many facets of STEM in the field of agri-

culture. 

     On February 3rd, 

the students attended 

the annual Wildcat 

Wildness.  Students 

participated in various 

activities to foster 

school spirit and pro-

mote team-building 

skills.  As always, the 

students gave 100%.  

They were provided with t-shirts, where 

each grade-level wore a different color.  

These were purchased through a grant 

with the Salem County Youth Services 

Commission and the New Jersey Juve-

nile Justice Commission.  The t-shirts 

will be worn during the upcoming class 

field trips. 

Logan Marciano at 

the 2017 Salem 

County 8th Grade 

Dialogue 

PTMS 6th grade teacher, Ms. Suwala, 

shows off her basketball skills and 

determination at Wildcat Wildness. 

Amber Biondi with 

her “Kindness in Our 

Schools” poster 

From left to right: PTMS students 

Jermaine Smith, David Naylor, and 

Noah Vicari at Wildcat Wildness. 



Interact Club Donates Blankets to Ronald McDonald House 

     The Interact Club at A.P. 

Schalick High School, spon-

sored by the Bridgeton and 

Vineland Rotary Clubs, has 

been busy with several commu-

nity service projects.  Recently, 

club members made blankets for 

the Ronald McDonald House in 

Camden, NJ. 

March Madness in Cougar Country 

 In the heat of NCAA March Madness, A.P. Schalick High 

School’s Cougar Pack held its inaugural March Madness 3 v. 3 

Basketball Tournament.  More than 40 students participated in this 

fun-filled event.  Ten teams of three competed against one another 

as they moved through the single elimination 

bracket.  The final round was a showdown be-

tween Pizza Queens v. The Waterboys.  The 

Waterboys were crowned this year’s Cougar 

Pack Championship Team.  Donald Carter was 

named the Most Valuable Player.  The Schalick 

High School Alumni supported the event by 

serving as game managers, referees, and 

scorekeepers.  Go Cougars!  

 

Rejoice! Sister Act was a Sparkling Success 

 Arthur P. Schalick High School presented Sister Act during 

the first weekend of March.  The production, under the direction of 

Salem County Vocational Technical School (SCVTS) Theater 

Instructor, Mr. Arthur J. Mendini, showcased the talents of the 

SCVTS Theater Academy and Arthur P. Schalick High School 

students. 

 This feel-good musical comedy brought audiences jumping to 

their feet.  The powerful gospel music, outrageous dancing, and a 

truly moving story, left the audiences breathless.  A sparkling trib-

ute to the universal power of friendship, Sister Act was reason to 

REJOICE!  Congratulations to the cast and crew on a very suc-

cessful production! 

 

 

 On February 23rd, a group of Schalick juniors and seniors vis-

ited our nation’s capital.  The trip was free to students, thanks to an 

anonymous donation which covered a charter bus.  The warm 

weather allowed the students to explore many historical sites 

throughout the National Mall, including the primary focus—a tour of 

the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum.  The benefactor 

stipulated that the students visit the Holocaust Museum and write a 

reflection about their experience.  Below are excerpts from those 

student reflections: 

“...the exhibit that described the voyage of the St. Louis was really 

eye-opening to me….My first reaction was shock that the U.S. 

wouldn’t help save these people, being the ‘police of the world.’  

This can also be connected with current refugee crisis happening in 

several areas around the globe today.  As a result...I now feel more 

sympathy for the modern day refugees.” – Jake Mihalecz 

“At one point the video had explained how in the concentration 

camps the people would form ‘camp families’ with people they were 

not related to but had formed special bonds with.  I remember one 

woman recalling how her and her camp sister would share extra food 

they got with each other and she said how she would draw a line in 

her bowl to divide what was hers and what was her sister’s and she 

never once ate a single bite of what wasn’t hers.  That stuck with 

me.” – Christina Velazquez 

“They were innocent people, boarded onto trains and wagons like 

animals.  They did no harm to anyone, but seeing this also made me 

appreciate my freedom.” – Shaleka Jackson 

“I understand that the key to preventing events like this from happen-

ing again is educating ourselves.  If we understand the devastation by 

things in the past, we can stop history from repeating itself.  This is 

why I wanted to go to the Holocaust Museum.” – Devyn Ciccio 

“The museum also gave me a greater understanding of how much 

punishment the human mind can justify to inflict on another human 

being, and how much the human body can take without giving up.”  

– Steven Italiano 

“The quote lingering above the shoe display in the Holocaust Mu-

seum was one of the most heart-wrenching and surreal rooms in the 

entire museum.  This quote sent a clear, depressing message: the 

shoes and valuables of Jewish men and women in the Holocaust sur-

vived, but their flesh did not, for the Nazis considered Jewish lives to 

be worth less than their shoes.”  – Cassidy Diamond 

“What I have taken away from this experience is that we must pro-

tect each other and support one another always.”  – Jillian Tobolsk 

“The acts that were committed were so cruel, and it puts a pit in my 

throat to even think about it all.  I was always thinking that this 

could've happened to me.  I am Jew-

ish, and there would be a great 

chance I would be dead if I lived 

there back then.” – Max Matuso 

Schalick Updates 
Yvette DuBois Trembley, Principal 

Schalick Students Visit the United 
States Holocaust Memorial Museum 
Anne Daly, Supervisor of Humanities 
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Schalick students visit the U.S. 

Holocaust Memorial Museum in 

Washington, D.C. 

Members of the APSHS Interact Club display the blankets made 

for the Ronald McDonald House. 

The cast performs the final number, “Spread the Love Around.” 

Artwork by Trent Lowe 



 The Child Study Team has officially entered its annual review 

season.  Legally, students that are classified must have their Indi-

vidualized Education Program’s (IEPs) updated annually to plan for 

the next school year to ensure student success and appropriate pro-

gramming.  Needless to say, the Child Study Team case managers 

are busy preparing these very important documents. 

 Throughout the school year, we held two Special Education 

Parent Advisory Group (SEPAG) meetings thus far.  Our first meet-

ing took place on September 28, 2016, and focused on a presenta-

tion titled, “A Parent Resource for the IEP Process.”  Our second 

meeting took place on December 13, 2016, and focused on transi-

tion planning.  Our third meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, April 

25, 2017 from 6:00-7:00 p.m. in the A.P. Schalick High School 

Media Center.  This final meeting for the school year will concen-

trate on how to assist students over the summer, to reduce academic 

regression. 

 On behalf of the Child Study Team, I would like to thank the 

parents/guardians, staff, administration, and students for a very 

successful 2016-2017 school year.  We continue to stand by our 

mission of ensuring success for all students.  Have a wonderful 

summer! 

Stories of computer hacking and data breaches have become an almost daily occurrence in today’s news.  There are many ways that 

hackers gain access, and one of the most common is a simple phishing scam.  This occurs when the hacker sends a message posing as a 

legitimate site or service, and asks for a user’s e-mail login credentials.  This is, in fact, what happened to John Podesta, Chairman of the 

Hillary Clinton Presidential Campaign, whose e-mails were hacked, and are at the center of the Russian Cyber Attack story and all the in-

trigue that accompanies it. 

This could have been avoided by enabling a 2-step verification.  With the 2-step verification, a text message with a 6-digit code is sent 

to your cell phone whenever someone attempts to login to your e-mail account with a new device.  Without the code, no access is granted. 

As a District, the enabling of this service has always been voluntary for our staff.  However, moving forward, it will become mandatory.  

We are looking to enable the 2-step verification for all, and then enforce the policy at the organizational level. 

Nearly all e-mail services have 2-step verification.  We highly recommend that you enable this on your personal e-mail accounts as 

well, to ensure protection of your personal information and accounts. 

 

 

Schalick’s Winter Sports 
Season—Another Success! 
Michael Clarke, Director of Athletics 

Security Update: The District Implements a 2-Step Verification 
Mike Munafo, Supervisor of Technology 
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Child Study Team Connection 
Alicia Chiaradonna, Supervisor of Special Education 

 A.P. Schalick High School completed another accomplished 

athletics season this past winter.  All of the teams did well, and the 

Girls’ Indoor Track team captured our first ever South Jersey 

Group I Indoor Track Sectional Title in school history! 

 Another milestone was achieved by our Boys Basketball 

Team, when senior, Troy Johnson, earned his 1,000th career point 

vs. Woodstown.  He joined 15 other Cougar players in the 1,000th 

Point Club.  The Girls Basketball team competed hard all season 

and made great strides with their skills.  The girls finished the sea-

son with a two-game winning streak to reach the playoffs.  Unfor-

tunately, they were defeated in the first round by a team who ulti-

mately won the Sectional Championship. 

 Wrestling finished the season in a big way at the District 29 

Meet when six wrestlers placed fourth or higher.  Curtis Thomas 

and Ryan Fairman placed second and third respectively, which 

qualified them to compete in the Region 8, which is the final 

match before States. 

 The Swim team had a great season within the division and 

competed against the other schools.  Many of our swimmers broke 

personal records and earned Tri-County Conference All-Star 

status.  The Swim team’s greatest accomplishment was undoubt-

edly making the playoffs for the first time in 14 years, and winning 

their first round playoff meet against Woodbury/Gateway.  Unfor-

tunately, the team fell in the second round, but several team mem-

bers set personal records in their last meet. 

 This Spring athletics season looks promising for the Cougars.  

Please come out and watch our Cougars in action.  For copies of 

the spring sports schedules, visit: www.tricountyconferencenj.org. 

http://www.tricountyconferencenj.org


     This spring, students in Elmer Elementary 

School will have the opportunity to learn 

about coding while they play.  The Dash Dot 

Robot after-school club will introduce stu-

dents to the world of coding using Dash and 

Dot robots and an iPad.  Students will be able 

to program the robots to sing, dance, and navigate through a maze 

while they work as a team to build their problem-solving skills.  

Seating is limited for this new and exciting opportunity.  

 As we look ahead to June, students from Olivet Elementary 

School and the Pittsgrove Township Middle School will once again 

have a chance to participate in the annual PSEG Salem County 

Math Showcase.  Students will compete against their peers in other 

districts throughout the County.  Good luck to all of our competi-

tors, and thank you to their teachers. 

 Course selection for the 2017-2018 school year is underway at 

Arthur P. Schalick High School.  Students in the Project Lead the 

Way Engineering Pathway will enroll in the second of four courses 

in the program, Civil Engineering and Architecture, which will be 

introduced in September 2017.  Enrollment is open to students in 

grades 9-12.  If interested, students can register for the Engineering 

Pathway by visiting with their guidance counselor and submitting 

an application by June 2, 2017.  

 On March 27, 2017, members of the A.P. Schalick High 

School Science and Guidance Departments traveled with 48 stu-

dents enrolled in the Advanced Placement Biology and Project 

Lead the Way’s Introduction to Engineering Design classes, to the 

Yale University West Campus in Orange, CT.   There, they met 

with 2001 APSHS Alumna, Dr. Sara Slavoff, and other Yale Uni-

versity Research Professors.   

 The students toured the Yale West Campus.  They learned 

about unpublished research in the fields of Microbial Sciences, En-

ergy Sciences, and Chemical Biology from university scientists.  

During the tour, the group visited research labs, saw cutting edge 

technology in use, and observed a researcher at work in an art con-

servation lab. 

 A.P. Schalick High School thanks Dr. Slavoff and Yale Uni-

versity for their hospitality, and for sharing this authentic research 

experience with our students.   

Elementary Schools:  
What’s New in STEM? 
Melissa Bonham, Supervisor of STEM 

Schalick H.S.: STEM Events 
Melissa Bonham, Supervisor of STEM &  
Yvette DuBois Trembley, Principal  
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 Students at the Pittsgrove Township Middle School (PTMS) 

are participating in the Future Engineers Club, where they are learn-

ing how to use a 3D printer using Tinkercad.  During their time 

together, Ms. Karen Conroy, PTMS Club Advisor, and her students 

have constructed wall-mounted marble mazes; learned how to 

measure and accurately cut balsa wood to construct basic objects, 

and built extensions of K’Nex projects from the 8th grade Sustain-

able Energy and Engineering Design (SEED) Exploratory class.  

Students had the opportunity to visit the high school’s MakerSpace 

this winter.  One additional visit is planned for the Club this spring. 

 On March 3, 2017, students from PTMS competed in the Sa-

lem County Science Fair.  Six out of the 12 junior scientists from 

the District placed in their respective categories, while three earned 

the honors of qualifying for the Delaware Valley Science Fair this 

spring.  Amber Biondi (2nd place, Earth and Space Science), Mia 

DiLeonardo (1st place, Consumer Science), and Elyse Frey (2nd 

place, Chemistry) will represent the Pittsgrove Township School 

District at the Tri-State event in Philadelphia in April.  Hailey Nel-

son (3rd place, Chemistry) was presented with the American 

Chemical Society Award during the 2017 Salem County Science 

Fair Awards Ceremony.  

PTMS: Spotlight on STEM 
Melissa Bonham, Supervisor of STEM 

Rebekah Smith-Pearson (pictured to left) and Madison 

Meyers (on right), members of Ms. Conroy’s Future Engi-

neers Club at PTMS, collaborate on a vehicle using K’Nex.  

PTMS 8th grader, Amber 

Biondi, is interviewed by the 

judges at the 2017 Salem 

County Science Fair.  

APSHS students at Yale University West Campus 
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 Beloved teacher, coach, mentor, and 

friend, the passing of 28-year veteran A.P. 

Schalick High School faculty member, Mr. 

Mike Hars, has had a profound impact on our 

students, faculty, and community. 

 Born on July 8, 1956 in Denville, NJ, 

Mr. Hars graduated from Morris Knolls High 

School in 1974 and Juniata College in 1978.  

He had an intense love for history, football, 

(real) rock and roll music, drumming, Lionel 

Trains, the NY Giants, the NY Yankees, and 

collecting hats.  Mike’s life passion was play-

ing the drums in his multiple bands, includ-

ing: The Chillers, 5th Block, Spartacus 

Fletcher Band, The Legend, The Plague, The 

Bad Eggs, and Jersey Southern.  He was 

known as St. Nick showing up at family 

gatherings on Christmas Eve for 30+ years.  

He was also known for his wonderful story 

telling, animated history lessons, and his 

immense amount of knowledge.  He always 

had a kind word, wave, fist bump, or nick-

name for everyone with whom he came in 

contact.  As a high school football and track 

coach for over 30 years, Mr. Hars helped to 

shape the lives of hundreds of students.   

 

 Students speak highly of Mr. Hars.  

Their reflections of Mr. Hars carry a pro-

found similarity as they speak of him as “one 

of the nicest teachers” they have had the 

privilege of knowing.  He enlightened the 

lives of his students each and every day with 

his infectious, comforting smile and daily 

words of encouragement.  He made history 

come alive for his students, and kept their 

interest with his quick humor. 

 Mr. Hars lived and lead “The Cougar 

Way,” and his legacy lives on in the halls of 

Arthur P. Schalick High School.  He will 

forever be in our hearts.  We love you, Mr. 

Hars.  

 The Hars Family has set up an e-mail 

address where written memories, pictures, 

stories, and messages may be sent.  The        

e-mail address is: TheHarsFam@gmail.com. 

 

 

In Loving Memory of Mr. Mike Hars 
Yvette DuBois Trembley, Principal  
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Mr. Mike Hars 

(1956—2017) 


